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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


The Chérumhir of the 30th October says that though the last Annual 
Administration Report of the Dacca Division admits 
the increase of dacoity cases in the Mymensingh 
district, no mention has been made in it of a parti- 
cular sort of crime which has become very prevalent in certain villages within 
the jurisdiction of the Gafargaon, Iswarganj and Fulbaria thanas in that 
district. Several gangs of badmashes have been formed in these villages with 
the sole object of abducting young women, even of respectable classes. ‘hese 
badmashes have become so daring that they enter the houses of respectable 
people during daytime, and demand the surrender of young women, and, if 
their demand is not immediately complied with, they take away such women 
by force. The list of cases of this class disposed of by the criminal courts of 


A class of badmashes in the 
Mymensingh district. 


the district has already grown appalling, though a man of a different district — 


will hardly believe that such a diabolical crime is possible under British rule. 

The crime can be, it is believed, to a great extent checked if the police 

prepare lists of these badmashes, and recognisances are taken from them 
binding them to keep the peace. But the police are more disposed to oppress 
honest people than able or willing to bring the wicked to justice. The criminal 
judiciary of the district, too, display greater anxicty to punish petty offenders 
_ than to put down badmashes who have become a terror of the people. 
2. The same paper cannot understand why, in spite of the confessions 
made by the accused in the murder case at Char- 
gobaria within the jurisdiction of the kotwali police- 
station in the Mymensingh district, the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, Babu Mahim Chandra Rai, sent in a report saying that thero 
was no evidence against the accused. It is hoped that the Magistrate will 
depute some higher police officer or some Deputy Magistrate to investigate the 
case. : 

3. The LMitavadi of the 2nd November has the following :— 

ss ax ae Mr, Vishnu Kesab Desmukh‘is a third class 
Pig police in Hindu-Musalman Magistrate of Boi, a town in the Bombay Presi- 
dency, where there was a riot between Hindus and 
Musalmans. Ina case connected with the riot, Mr. Desmukh’s evidence was 
impartial and therefore favourable to the Hindus. For this he has been sus- 
pended by the Magistrate of Sattara. But he has memorialised Lord Harris 
uvainst the action of the Magistrate, stating how in Hindu-Musalman riots the 
police take the side of the Musalmans, fabricate evidence against the Hindus, 
and how in the particular case in question the Police Sub-Inspector of Boi used 
threats to him in order to induce him to give evidence against the Hindus. 
What will Lord Harris say to this memorial ? 

4. The Bangavasi of the 3rd November has read in the Bihar Herald that 
the Bankipore police requires all persons in that 
town who wish to perform the Durga Puja to fill up 
a form requiring the following information :— 


(1) the name and occupation of the man celebrating the puja; 
(2) his place of residence; 
(3) the date on which the puja will commence, and whether the puja 
is being performed for the first time; 
(4) if performed for the first time, the object of the puja; 
8 the route along which the image will be taken to the river, and at 
what ghat disarjen ceremony will take place; 
(6) whether any quarrels will take place with the Muhammadans on the 
way to the ghat; 
(7) whether any Musalmans will be inconvenienced by the performance 
of the puja. 
The form was taken from house to house by a constable. It is to be 
hoped that the Bikar Herald will enquire with whom the idea of the form origi- 
nated, and by whose order the form was sent round for the purpose of being 


The investigation of a murder 
case in the Mymensingh district. 
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Bankipore. 
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filled up and signed. The form contains some objectionable questions, and it 
behoves His Honour to take the trouble of enquiring into the matter and let 
the public know the result of his enquiry. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


5, The Bankura Darpan of the 1st November asks Government to remove 
Babu Bipin Bihari Pramanik, Deputy Collector of 
Bankura, from the road cess revaluation work. Mr, 
R. C. Dutt, Divisional Commissioner, has pointed 
out errors in his work, and he has also been the cause of great hardship and 
discontent to the people of the district. 


6. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 1st November says that the 
jury empanelled to try the Hindu offenders impli- 
cated in the Puna riot case having been mostly 


Hindus, ey returned a verdict of “not guilty,” 
which led to the acquittal of the offen 


The Revaluation Deputy Col- 


The jurors in the Puna riot 


could therefore be expected to show strict impartiality in the case. The Judge 
should have therefore tried the case without the assistance of jurors. 


7. The same paper says that the subdivision Barh in Bihar should have 
sas been placed under the charge of a more competent 
Been Bevisional Officer of . Sub-divisional Officer than Mr. Babonau, who is now 
arh in Bihar. ; ‘ . ‘ 
in charge of it. The proceedings of this officer are 
marked by many irregularities, and his mismanagement of the Bayley School 
has made its existence problematic. 


8, The ZHitavddi of the 2nd November has the following on the case of 
the Raja of Nator:— 

The insult which kas been offered to the Raja 
in this case is causing intense fear and anxiety to all respectable native gentle- 
men, Instead of issuing a warrant against the Raja, the Magistrate might 
have simply summoned him to his presence. It is the popular impression that 
the Raja was arrested at nightfall with the deliberate object of preventing him 
from moving the High Court against the order of arrest. The arrest of the 
Raja will open the eyes of all zamindars in the mufassal who think that, while 
living in Calcutta, they are safe against all official oppression. As Sir Charles 
Elliott is a supporter of all oppressive Magistrates, magisterial oppression has 
greatly increased under his rule. The discontent of the people is increasing. 
The Viceroy’s attention is drawn to this state of things. 


9. The Sudhékar of the 2nd November says that, in spite of his possessing 


; , . many good qualities, Mr. Lokendra Nath Palit has 
me LARS ee Fe many traits in his character utterly unbecoming in 
a Judge. There is a popular impression that on account of his intimacy. with 


the Raja of Dighapatia many Rajas and zamindars of Rajshahi have to fear the 
atter. : : 


The arrest of the Raja of Nator. 


10. The Bangavdst of the 3rd November says that the statement of the 
wo | Dainik, that favour is being shown to the Musalmans 
apaPPeintment of | Musalman in the appointment of Munsifs, ought not to cause 
regrct or heart-burning, but should be a cause of 
congratulation for the Hindus. For so long as | do not receive a home 
thrust and are not wounded in their heart of hearts, so long the Hindus will not 


be awakened to a full sense of their humiliation, and so long they will not try 
to improve their position. 


ll. The Dacca Prakdsh of the 4th November says that during the Durga 
vere nae Puja vacation the Magistrate, Mr. Faulder, visited 
subatone. * vacation —i* some of the mufastal Honorary Benches. The 
Honorary Magistrates and their amla had therefore 
to nevlect the puja of the goddess in order to attend on him, In the houses- 
of some of the Honorary Magistrates the puja was not celebrated with the 
beating of drums for fear of offending Mr. F aulder, who, it is said, expre 
some dissatisfaction at the beating of drums in the house of the Honorary 


ers by the Sessions Judge. The Puna) 
riot arose out of religious differences, and neither Hindu nor Musalman jurors 
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Magistrate of Balla. Mr. F'aulder is a new-comer to this country, or he would 
not have chosen the puja time for such inspection work. It is hoped that he 
will avoid untimely inspections in future. 


(d)—Education. 


12, A correspondent of the Sudhdkar of the 2nd November says that there 
is only one Musalman Assistant Inspector for the 
inspection of the muktabs in the Dacca and Chitta- 
gong Divisions consisting of seven districts, while there are one Inspector, two 
Assistant Inspectors, seven Deputy Inspectors, 33 Sub-Inspectors and 105 
Inspecting pandits and Chief gurus (amounting in all to 147 officers) for the 
inspection of the pathsalas within the same area. Now, it is utterly impossible 
for one Musalman Assistant Inspector, unaided by any subordinate officer, to 
inspect the muktabs within so large an area, or even to receive returns from them 
ona particular date. Such being the case, the money paid to the Musalman 
Assistant Inspector is being simply wasted, or worse; for people will say that 
the muktabs are incapable of improvement, because they have not improved, 
although a Musalman Inspector has been specially appointed to look after them. 

If Government really desires the improvement of these muktads, it should 


Inspestion of muktabs. 


appoint one Musalman Sub-Inspector in each of the 45 districts of Bengal for 


the inspection of muktabs, and these Sub-Inspectors should be immediately 
subordinate to the Musalman Assistant Inspector instead of to the Hindu Deputy 
Inspector. If may be difficult for Government to appoint so many as 45 
- Musalman Sub-Inspectors at once. But Government can appoint them gradually 
in the following way :—Whenever a Sub-Inspectorship falls vacant in a district, 
let a Musalman Sub-Inspector be appointed, and let the work of the former 
officer be divided among the remaining pathsala Sub-Inspectors in the district. 


Again, one Musalman Sub-Inspector will do for two contiguous districts in 


which the number of Musalman residents and mukfabs is small. 


It is hoped that the Director will discuss the question in his next annual 


report. 

. 13. The Bangavdst of the 3rd November says that a proposal has been 

Recruitment of officers for the ade to fill all the higher posts in the Education 
higher grades of the Education Department with pure Englishmen appointed in 
Department. England, the lower and lowest grades being filled 
up as at present according to existing rules. There will, however, remain no 
necessity for framing such a roundabout rule if the natives are wholly excluded 
from the higher grades, and are plainly told that they are a subject people and 
no better than beggars. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


14, A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 1st November, writing 
Commissioners for the Sona. 4f0m Sonamukhi in the district of Bankura, says 
mukhi Municipality in the district that he will be glad to see any two of the following 
of Bankura, persons nominated by Government as Commis- 
sioners of the Sonamukhi Municipality :—Babu Haris Chandra Bandyopadhyaya, 
Babu Adhar Chandra De, Babu Jogendra Chandra Mukherji, Babu Nafar 
Chandra Das, Babu Nritya Madhab Ghose, zamindar, and Babu Nanda Lall 
Som, Head-master, High School. 


(f)}—Questions affecting the land. 


15. The Bangavasi of the 3rd November quotes the following of the 
Commissioner of the Patna Division:—* The rela- 

are Pec spracsenee of Patnaon tions between the landlords and tenants of the 
orate Division continue on the whole _ satisfactory, 
although there are reasons to apprehend that they have been somewhat 
disturbed in places by the cadastral survey operations—a result which, it is 
feared, must be expected to spread further as the area under survey and settle- 
ment gradually becomes enlarged”—as the opinion not of any zamindar, nor of 
any raiyat, nor of anybody else, but of the chief responsible authority of a 
division ; and observes that those who have insisted on the survey in spite of 


"S*r74, 


Sup aKkak, 


Nov, 2nd, 1894, 


_ BANGAVAS!I, 
Nov, 3rd, 1894, 


BaNKURA DakPaNn, 
Nov. lst, 1&94. 


BaNGaVasl, 
Nov. 3rd, 18¥4. 


< 
=~ P . . 
fia ~—- Car ~~ tv ae ae Pa oe » 
oe cs ae “bel = Mere re ae ae a RO Re OR ee a | a — srednre-t 
— > 
< = ae Se ~ i ere a * ms ? 
ss So, se ib > peer Harare 7 ” ae mts 
» . 4 — ‘ oo, _— " “ 
: SS Feel a A i i Oey Pee: eet Se 8 Rr ERR x att 
z eee - oem we . # : 
: > aw , < ah oe a ~ 
‘ 


3 


+ —? ~ ay tpa eben 3 ve + o% 


ern 
Sa ey . 
; Pe Tes 2 . : : 5 a 
pe é ee ~* ne Bt, ee ze ’ 
aig: encge>~ gee vee ati Thos Se A LR Fe 
aa perp, eee 53 ; a BS i nF te 3 
tat aS ag rs gh. each. a3 a Ley Sh Qos any — ‘ Aa ton . 
Sie ee eR mes F x Se 
. Se 
s« —. 7 


- ad oe ° 
_——_— Py » & aes Ay “ * 
ry Ta iM v , 
= 7 . 
ee 5 . 


(Se tA ‘ 
Sing vrs PRP ee ' 
Sar ee “as 


_ 
ee ee ey ee ee 
od tee SME EVES 


Sah i NE cl tt ODEO AG LOE 
pon Anger Od 
ode Aggy is cae La 


22 ROK: FERRE Parga T66 


Thea te 


ie Si 5 
op ole 


es tee NE Si 


SO LF 
+n prs a were i’ 


ee rn 


dalla > +t Se , Lew Peri ¢ tac dete SP eS ee ae 
? “ ere yt ate ithe whe pa debe Weg erie Fen agg mgm Fy: i ae 


Se <A YY - 
DT es eet de Cee 


i 


ed , y 
Re ie a ee il Ma eis of Saabs 
“ ‘ . 27 a 


AO me NS eee 


£5 escapees alimeetibaiicion-« Saati 
+ RMR ICN SAEED LR ee anil Pelee 
We ral Res » : 54 Ges” Btn Tins sare 


: : 
“ x a — - Py i 4 = ~~ > i b a 4 ~~. = . : 
“en ; . ; ba “oe Pa 
ot ENE MEE ES OF IR ee: ee Si gee ba ke aa MO eee 
¢ 


wr 


a Ree ee ee 


DY : 
. * ‘ : EET IE eye - 
divmage > semi stating? peel th a aad ek A hs Sera Ce” Sages: A wagon rams. | 
xl A 87> a 4 7 : ’ <9 Oe OES ry Le: OR ne ws ei), oe. N ‘ ~ ae me i aes 


* “> a. a 
ee ee te 
~ 7 3 


-”" ye eed 7 ts a 
ee Ghee 4 chee Bem ot 
Aan . * : a m Pee 


BaNgURa DakpPay, 
Nov. Ist, 1894. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Nov. 2nd, 1894. 


DAINIE*O SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 4th, 1894, — 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
(CHANDRIKA, 


Nov, Oth, IS@4. 


( 896 ) 


opposition by raiyat, zamindar and other people of the coun should tak 
8 of what the Commissioner has said, and think of the res t that is likely 
to follow from the survey. 


(h)}— General. 


16. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st November approves of Mr. R. C. Dutt’, 


., Statement that the road cess is more unpopular 

The road cess compared with than the income-tax. It is not correct to say, a 
the income-tax. ; ‘ VY, a8 
has been said by the Lieutenant-Governor, that the 


income-tax is more unpopular because it has often to be assessed by guegy, 


Mr. Dutt has justly said that as the income-tax does not touch the large clags of 


cultivators and labourers, it is not widely unpopular, and is less unpopular than 
the road cess. There are people who do not know even the name of the 
income-tax, but who have to pay the road-cess. There are, again, many land- 
owners who have to pay a larger sum as road cess than what ow: f have to 
pay as land revenue. ‘There are also raiyats who huve to pay as road cess more 
than fifty times the amounts due from them as rent. Even lands the annual 
income of which is only Re. 1 are assessed to the road cess, although people 
whiose annual income is Rs. 499-15 annas 192 gundas are exempted from the 
payment of the income-tax. “All this seems to make the road cess far more 
unpopular than the income-tax. 

17. The Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd November has the following on the 
subject of the Puna riot:—According to the 
Mahratta newspaper, the Hindu processionists were 
25 in number and most of them were boys, while the Musalmans who opposed 


The Government in the riots. 


them were all able-bodied men and numbered 60. No one will, therefore, 


believe that the Hindus were, or could have been under these circumstances, 
the first to begin hostilities. Again, asthe police did not object to the Hindus 

laying on flutes, the Musalmans acted contrary to the orders of the police 
b making the attack; but for all that they escaped scot-free, and only ten 
out of their 60 were arrested. On the Hindu side 13 innocent spectators were 
arrested as rioters. During the trial the police did its best to secure the 
conviction of the Hindus, but they have all been acquitted. The accounts 
of the trial show that Government is determined to go against the Hindus— 
a conclusion which is confirmed by its doings during the Yeola riot. It is 
therefore clear that all Hindu-Musalman riots will be regarded by Government 


~ as the work of the Hindus. It should, however, bear in mind that the Hindus 


are not the disloyal people which it thinks them to be. 
18. The Dainik-o-Samdachdr Chandriké of the 4th November says that if 


| oe a native had said what Sir Auckland Colvin has 
Pie ac sk Pioneer and Sir Auckland declared as_ his Opinion, in a recent issue of the 


| Nineteenth Century, regarding the expenditure of the 
Government of India, the Pioneer would certainly have called him an enemy 


of British rule. It could not, however, call Sir Auckland by that name, because 
it was only a short time ago that it expressed so much eagerness and anxiety 
to culogize him. So, the Pioneer has been placed in a very delicate and pitiable 
situation mdeed. It is some Englishmen, and no native or natives, who have 
reduced it to this plight. Messrs. Hume and Wedderburn were both Civilians 
holding high offices; Sir Auckland, too, belonged to the same service, and 18 
now supporting the views of Hume and Wedderburn; Sir David Barbour also 
is taking exception to the extravagance of the Government of India. All this 
is enough to drive the Pioncer mad, and lead the Englishman and other Anglo- 
Indian papers to commit suicide. 
19. ‘The Lainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the 6th November says that Lord 
Wenlock’s recent statements on the subject of 
simultaneous Civil Service examinations must have 
been made of his own motion and not under 10- 
structions from England. But what necessity was there for Lord Wenlock 
to make a new confession of faith? John Bright resigned his seat in the 
Cabinet because he could not agree in Mr. Gladstone’s Egyption policy. Sir 
Charles Trevelyan, Governor of Madras, thought of resigning his office 
because he could not agree in the Government’s income-tax policy. So Lord 
Wenlock would have done better if he had resigned instead of making such a2 


Lord Wenlock on the simulta- 
neous examination question. 


[ oy 


altered confession of faith. For is Lord Wenlock right.in saying, and does he 
believe, that simultaneous examinations might be good for aires but would 
be bad for other places in India? Madras is still far inferior to Bombay and 
Bengal in education and enlightenment, and does His Excellency really mean 
to say that simultaneous examinations would suit Madras better than the more 
advanced provinces? It is clear that Lord Wenlock contradicted himself and ate 
the humble pie simply for the sake of his superiors. 

It isnot improvable, however, that it is under instructions issued from 
England that Lord Harris of Bombay has tried to put down the Civil Service 
agitation by making use of threats and remonstrances in the course of his 
Sattara speech, and that Lord Wenlock, too, is now doing the same thing. 
Probably the other provincial Governors will also have to follow suit, and 
Lord Elgin himself may not improbably have to. speak on the subject and in the 
same strain. | 

The agitation should not, however, be given up. The end cannot be secured 
without agitation, while agitation, it is certain, will not make the situation 
WOISe. 


III.—LeEGIsuaTIveE, 


20. Referring to the case under the Consent Act lately disposed of in 
the Muzaffarnagar district in the North-Western 
Provinces, the Bangardst of the 3rd November says 
that though the girl-wife herself, her mother, and the 
native midwife who had examined her, all represented the case for the prosecu- 
tion to have been falsely got up, and the wife deposed to the wound on her 
body having been inflicted by the police, the Sessions Judge convicted the 
husband and sentenced him to three years’ imprisonment. ‘*O Lord Lansdowne, 
where are you to-day? Do you not remember what you said. when you passed. 
the Act? Did you not say that in a charge under the Act no enquiry would 
he made without orders from a Magistrate, that no police officer of lower rank 
than an Inspector would investigate such a charge, and that the girl-wife must 
not be subjected to medical examination against her own will and without the 
. consent of her guardian? Did you not when passing the Act try to allay the 
fears of the people by these words? But what is this that has happened now ? 
What did the girl-wife in the present case herself say? O Lord Elgin! You 
have taken Lord Lansdowne’s place, and it is your duty to enquire into the 
matter, 


The Consent Act case in the 
North- Western Provinces. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF TNE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLF. 


21. The Bangavdst of the 3rd November says that the nine cases of death 
The alleged deaths from stary- 41rom starvation mentioned in the Indian Associ- 
ation in the Faridpur district. ation’s memorial to Government on the subject of 
the Faridpur distress, have all been attributed by the authorities to other causes 
than that assigned by the Association. But the writer remembers that during 
the distress which prevailed some years ago in Burdwan, Birbhum and Murshid- 
abad, a police daroga was degraded because ke reported a case of death from 
starvation, end the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the subdivision was refused 
leave on the occasion of his daughter's marriage, because he reported the 
existence of distress. The writer will also ask what those people have to gain 
by their trouble, who are going from door to door begging subscriptions and 
relieving the distress of the suffering. ; 

22. The Sanjivant of the 3rd November says that according to the Engish- 
man the news of the death of nine persons from 
starvation in Kotalipara in the Faridpur district 
published in the newspapers and referred to in the 

memorial of the Indian Association is false, because it has been found by an 
enquiry made by Government that some of those deaths were due to suicide, 
and the rest to various diseases.- But if Government has really made an 
chquiry, it ought to publish the name of the officer who conducted it. The 
Lnglishaan says:—‘‘ The news of these deaths is the creation of those persons 
who are udepts in the manufacture of distress.” Yes, the Indian Association and 


The Englishman on the re- 
Ported deaths from starvation in 
the Farid pur district. 


the native newspapers are all cheats, and the only honest people in the country 
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are the editor of the Englishman, and the men who are like him. It is really 
amusing to hear the countrymen of Clive, Hastings and Pigott boast of their 
a The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th November, has the following on the 
The Brahmosin the Faridpur Subject of the distress in F'aridpur :— 

distress. The Brahmos who take money from the 
Hindus with the object of aiding the distressed, do not consider it necessary to 
give them an account of such money. Mr. Tute’s report on the distress in 
Faridpur has given riso to a doubt in the public mind us to how far the money 
contributed by them is being spent for the relief of the distressed. The writer 


has proved from the Government’s own report that during the last two famines 


in the district of Dacca, when rice sold at six seers per rupee,some 48,000 people 
died of starvation, and yet it did not strike the Brahmos to open relief operations 
then. But rice is now selling at 12 seers per rupee and the question is, is the 
money which the Brahmos are now collecting with the professed object of 
relieving the distressed being really spent for their good? According to an 
account published in the Sanjivanit, a Brahmo paper, out of 611 persons who 
have received aid, only 77 are Hindus. Has God visited only the Musalman 
population of Madaripur with famine, or do the Hindus refuse to take aid from 


the Brahmos, or do they think it improper to aid the Hindus because they are 
idolators ? ; 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


24. The Sahachar of the 3lst October refers to the strictures passed on 
The Presidency Commissioner the native press by Mr. Williams, Commissioner 
on the native press. of the Presidency JDivision, and remarks as 
follows :— | 
According to Mr, Williams, the writers in the native press distrust Govern- 
ment and oppose nearly all the acts of Government, good or bad. Now, if this 
be correct criticism, it is a matter of shame for the press and the country. 
Under English rule the country is making rapid strides towards advancement, 
and the fact. is admitted by all writers in the press. Again, whenever any official 
of Government does the people a good turn, the fact is thankfully noted by 
these writers. Look at the case of Mr. Beatson Bell. In no country of Europe, 
the part of the world which Sir Charles Elliot would make his model, can an 
officer do what Mr. Bell has done and remain in office. But here because he 
helped the poor people of Faridpur during a period of scarcity, the press was 
unanimous in recommending a light punishment for him. It is therefore clear 
that the people who are so easily satisfied as are these writers in the native press, 
cannot possibly say anything against Government or its officials, unless they 
honestly believe in the truth of what they say. While charging the native press 
with disloyalty aud wilful opposition to Government, Mr. Williams should have 
given specific instances in support of his allegations. It is true nearly all the 
acts of the present Lieutenant-Governor have evoked opposition from the press, 
but can Mr, Williams say that that opposition has been unreasonable in any 
instance? If he can give specific instances showing where the criticism of the 
native press has not been borne out by facts, the writers in that press will be 
sure to conduct themselves with caution in future and to apologize for their 
conduct in the past. = 
Do those who charge the native press with disloyalty really believe that the 
writers in that press are trying to undermine or weaken the authority of the 
Queen-Empress? Disloyalty means the sinful effort to dethrone the Sovereign or 
t» undermine his power. But there is another and a more terrible form of 
disloyalty of which that official is guilty who. oppresses the people, slights or 
ignores their complaints, and resents their going up to their Sovereign for redress. 
History says that such officials are the chief enemies of their Sovereign. 
Practically there is no grea er disloyalty than this disloyalty in the official. 
Charles IT. once paid a visit to Eton. He went about with his head uncovered, 
but Dr. Bushby, the Head-master, had his hat on. When the King was leaving; 
the Doctor kneeled before him and said “Sire, forgive me; if these boys come to 
know that there is in England a greater than myself, it will become impossible 
for me to keep them under control.” N ow, there area number of Bushbys in 
this country who want to make the people understand that they have no one 
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over their heads. It is for this reason that these men do not like Parliament’s 
interference in the affairs of India. But while Dr. Bushby had to deal with a 
number of boys, these Indian officials have to deal with men who are Aryans 
by blood, English by education, and British citizens by political right. So officials 
like Mr. Williams must prepare themselves to see their acts publicly criticised 
and give "R the sahebs air which affects to resent all native criticism. 

25. The Sudhdkar of the 2nd November has the following :— 


The Hindus of Puna clearly showed their want 

oe Cae ee. _ of loyalty by disregarding des’ Cvveiianet order 
against the pasting of processions with music in front of musjids, and Musalmans 
have had to suffer much in their attempt to maintain the dignity of their 
religion, or their own dignity. But notwithstanding this, the Hindu editors 
unanimously hold the Musalmans and the local officials responsible for the riots 
at Puna. ‘lhe Amrita Bazar Patrika says that the Musalmans assembled in the 
musjid at midnight only to pick a quarrel, and their assembling there for the 
purpose of nemaj was only a plea. But the Patrika should know that even in 
Bengal, where Hinduism has exerted a most baneful influence on Islam, midnight 
worship in — is not at all a rare occurrence. But granting that the Puna 
Musalmans really assembled in the musjid to pick a quarrel, we do not sce how 
the Hindus can be freed from their share of the blame, considering that they 
engaged in a quarrel in spite of prohibition by the police. Could not the Hindu 
community of Puna, which could raise lakhs of rupees in no time for the purpose 
of punishing the local Musalmans and the local police, wait patiently for a day 
or two and get the order rescinded by a lavish expenditure of money ? 
_.___We are of opinion that Government has every right to regulate traffic in 
public streets in the public interest. If on that principle Government can 
prevent the carrying of obscene pictures through streets, why should it not be 
also able to prohibit the carrying of obscene images of aide and goddesses ? 
If it be the duty of Government to prevent the disturbance of everybody’s 
peace, it is certainly its duty to see that Musalman worshippers are not disturbed 
in their devotions by the sound of musical instruments. 

The passing of processions with music by musjids is certainly a cause of 
disturbance to Musalmans, while no objection on that score can be made against 
the carrying of beef by Hindu temples. But if it be urged that the carrying of 
beef by temples is insulting the Hindu religion, we must say that making music 
near musjids is equally insulting to Jslam. 

26. The same paper says that it heard a Hindu pleader point to the 

The Hindu's false friendship for agitation by the Hindus for the withdrawal of the 
the Musalman. jury notification as an example of the Hindus’ good- 
will towards their Musalman brethren. The majority of accused in sessions 
cases, he remarked, are Musalmans, and without jury trial there would remain 
few chances for their escape. Itis certainly a clear proof of friendliness to 
seck to save Musalman criminals from deserved punishment, and thereby to 
increase the insecurity of life and property among the Musalman community. 
The pleader may, however, have meant that a good many innocent Musalmans 
are sent up for trial by the police and the Magistracy, in both of which the 
Hindu element is predominant, and that the only hope of escape of such persons 
lies in jury trial. If this was his meaning, the writer would say, the appoint- 
ment of Musalmans to the public service in sufficient numbers would be a better 
remedy for the evil. 

The Hindus have long deceived the Musalmans by such professions of 


friendship, The Musalmans will be glad if the Hindus only let them have their — 


due. ‘The Musalmans ask no undue favour of the Hindus. 
27. The Hitavadi of the 2nd November has the following :— | 

The Lieutenant-Governor said to the represent- 
The Lieutenant-Governor tothe ative of Black and White that his object in requir- 

representative of[Black and White. . : ° 3 
ing native Magistrates to promptly decide cases 
was to save witnesses and accuscd the trouble. of attending Court from day to 
day. But as his orders in this matter were intended only for native Magistrates, 
who came to be regarded as a cause of great inconvenience by litigants, their 


witnesses and pleaders, the public found themselves unable to praise them, and > 


began to suspect the motive which had led to their promulgation. Nay, these 
orders gave rise to so much confusion and miscarriage of justice, and caused so 
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much trouble to the High Court, that Sir Antony MacDonnell, while ofSciating 
for Sir Charles Elliott, found it necessary to indirectly withdraw them by his 
Resolution of the 2nd October 1893. Having regard to all this, the Lieutenant. 
Governor should not have cherished the expectation that the people would be 
all gratitude to him for his orders. In any other country he would have been 
taught a good lesson for the mischief which he did by unduly distrusting the 
native Magistracy, by interfering with all their acts, and by regulating their 
promotions by the number of their convictions. But he isin the country of the 
Babus, and no such lesson has been, or can be, taught to him. His Honour 
should thank his star that after being guilty of so much oppression he can still 
do what he likes. It is very improper for him to expect after all this that he 
should be praised in the native press. Sir Antony MacDonnell officiated for 
him for only six months, and yet he was unanimously praised by the native 
press. This shows that the people praise merit in the holder of an office and not 
the office itself. Sir Charles Elliott said that he was everywhere regarded by 
the people as their ma-bap. Now, it is not likely that an oppressive ruler like 
him can have been ever regarded as ma-bap by any one except his own chaprasis 
and khansamas. His anxiety to hear himself praised shows that he never had 
the good fortune of having been praised. Not to speak of Lord Ripon, even 
Sir Antony MacDonnell never hankered after praise, and yet the people praised 
them of their own accord and regarded them as their protectors. A year must 
elapse before the country shall be rid of this ma-bap, Sir Charles Elliott, and 
even this short period appears to the people too,long,. The discredit which 
His Honour has won for himself by his quarrel with the High Court, by his 
hatred of the natives, and by lus reversal of the measures of Sir Anton 
MacDonnell, will not be easily removed, A worthless and oppressive ruler like 
Sir Charles Elliott never came out to this country. Though industrious, 
intelligent and spirited, he is without doubt partial, mean-minded and worthless 
as a public officer. 
28. The same paper says that, though narrow-minded Anglo-Indians like © 
i Charles Elliott call the Indians, and the edu- 
cated Bengalis in particular, disloyal; it is a fact 
that the people of this country are the most loyal people on the face of the 
earth. Though under British rule they are overburdened with taxation, and are 
dying untimely deaths for want of food, and are being made to suffer a 
thousand inconveniences as a conquered people, they still adore the name of the 
Quven-Empress, They only want that their English rulers should trust them 
and treat them as their children. If they do so, there will remain for them no 
necessity of strengthening the frontiers of the empire and of increasing the 
army. O Englishmen, look upon us, Indians, with a favourable eye; try to save 
us from the bullets, fists and kicks of those of your countrymen who are beasts 
in human shape; repeal the coolie law—that standing disgrace of yours; relax 
the rigours of the Arms Act for the purpose of saving us from the attacks of wild 
animals; lighten the burden of taxation; lay aside all considerations of colour in 
the administration of justice; take natives into the public service according to 
their fitness, and remove all other grievances of the people. If-you do all this, 
India will bring you a rich harvest of gold and sing your praise for ever. 
29. Referrmg to Sir Charles Elliott’s' proposed visit to Nepal, the same 
Elliott’s yisit to paper says:-— | 
Nepal. It is not known why Sir Charles is about to 
visit Nepal. The Pioneer’s explanation that the Lieutenant-Governor is simply 
following the examp!e of Sir Richard Temple and Lord Roberts, is ludicrous. 
If His Ilonour is only taking a pleasure trip, surely its costs ought not to be 
er from the public treasury. The ruler of acountry whose people live on 
saves and kachu, and where useful works are suspended on the plea of want of 
funds, should not spend public money in this way. If he does, the writer will 


‘What the people want.’ 


Sir Charles 


-unhesitatingly call him the most selfish among men. 


30, ‘The Bangavdsi of the 3rd November has the following :— ) 

‘The virtual sovereign is he who wields sovereign 
powers. By his good fortune Sir Charles Elhott 
has obtained the sovereignty of Bengal, has become 
king of Bengal for a period of five years. All his Bengali subjects are his 
children. No father makes any distinction among his children on the score of 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
vernacular press, 


( 901 ) 


colour or creed. Why then does Sir Charles Elliott make distinctions on the 
score of colour and creed? He is anxious to be the md-bdp of the people of 
Bengal. Why then does he not prove himself such ? Why does he view the 
vernacular press with so much dislike ? Why ishe so bitterly hostile to that press ? 
The vernacular papers are the mouth-piece of the people, and their editors are 
the self-constituted ministers of Government, No king is worthy of his office 
who is hostile tu his ministers. The Lieutenant-Governor will never be able to 
please his people if he only listens to the advice of the Anglo-Indian press ; 
and the king who cannot please his people had better not be king at all. 

The number of vernacular papers 1s not one or two; their number cannot 
very well be less than 50. These papers are conducted by three or four 
hundred writers. Is it sound policy to regard so many persons as disloyal ? 

Again, the writings in these papers must be admitted to have the approval 
of the people, for without their approval not a single vernacular paper could 
exist. ‘l’o say, therefore, that the writings in these papers are seditious is to 
cast a reflection not only on the loyalty of the writers of those papers, but also 
on the loyalty of their readers and subscribers, whose number cannot be less than 
five lakhs, is probably without exaggeration, 10 lakhs. Again, those who are 
unable to read, hear fron others what is written in these papers. If the native 
papers, therefore, write nothing but seditious articles, it must be admitted that 
such seditious articles have the approbation of 10 or 20 lakhs of people. 

The charge is therefore very serious, but it 1s as ow wow as it 18 serious. 


_. To find fault with the acts of the officials is not disloyalty to the sovereign. 


It is finding fault with the acts of the sovereign herself that constitutes dis- 
loyalty. Ministers find fault with the proceedings of kings. According to the 
sage Yajnavalkya, ministers can check the sovereign who goes astray. And 
the vernacular papers are all ministers of Government. 
Most officials in this country do not read the vernacular papers from a 
fear of seeing their acts adversely criticised inthem. Mr. Luttman-Johnson 
has himself admitted that he does not read those papers. The Lieutenant- 
Governor himself isno exception tothe rule. Would it not be better, therefore, 
to get up a Government edition of these papers in which nothing would be set 
down except the praise of all the officials from the Lieutenant-Governor down 
to the Deputy Magistrate, or to place only those papers in the hands of the 
Governor and his officials which have nothing but praise for them? 
~ He shows scant respect for truth who says that the one object of the native 
press is to find fault with the proceedings of the officials and the legislative 
measures of Government. What native paper is there that does not approve of 
the acts of the officials when such acts are worthy of approval, and of measures 
of Government that are really good? Unfortunately the measures of Govern- 
ment are for the most part inspired by pernicious western ideas and principles, 
and the acts of the officials for the most part prove injurious to the people. 


This is why the criticisms in the native press are for the most part of a hostile | 


nature, But to none is such hostile criticism more painful than to those who 
write it, for the cultivated mind can fully realize the pain which the sensitive 
heart of a gentleman must experience in reading hostile criticism. 

In a speech delivered by Lord Ripon at Lucknow, His Lordship said that 
a free discussion of Government measures is very beneficial to a Government. 
Even if the vernacular press, then, contain nothing but hostile criticism of the 
measures and proceedings of Government, Sir Charles Elliott ought not to 
have expressed himself so bitterly against them. But no vernacular paper takes 
a delight in finding fault with the measures or proceedings of Government, or 


18 opposed to British aoa ragaes § No vernacular paper is also a whit behind 


any English paper in loyalty. Every one of them is a well-wisher of Govern- 

ment, every one of them is a counsellor of the ruler and his officials. Why 

then such ill-feeling, such spite, such irritation? Why such stinging abuse? 

It of not we who are disloyal; it is you who are haters and evil-doers of the 
people. ‘ 

31. The Hindi Bangavdst of the 5th November agrees with the Anjumana 

| Islam of Ahmedabad in Bombay in thinking that 

ood el between Hindus ]] the quarrels between the Hindus and Musalmans 

are brought about by the lowest classes in those two 

Communities. It isa matter for regret, therefore, that the Viceroy should fail 


Hind: Bancavasi, 
Nov Sth, 1804. 
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ScLaBH DAINIK, 
Nov. 5th, 1894. 


SULABH DAIKIN, 
Nev. 6th, 1894, 


( 902 ) 


to understand this and lay the blame for these quarrels at the door of the 
Hindus. 


39, The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th November has the following :— 

Sir Charles Elliott has called the Bengalis 
Sir Charles Elliott on Bengali disloyal. But the fact that the Hindus look upon 
a the sovereign asa god, as a divine incarnation in 
human form, gives the lie to the Lieutenant-Governor’s statement, Loyalty or | 
Ray-bhakti means showing respect to the sovereign, and can it be said that Bengalis 
have been wanting in the matter of showing respect to His Honour? The answer 
must be, no. There is great difference between showing respect to a man and 
abjectly flattering him. Does His Honour call the Bengalis disloyal because 
they cannot humour him by praising every act of his administration? The 
English are the rulers of this country, and the people are deeply attached to 

them. Can the Lieutenant-Governor give a single case of any Bengalis risin 
against the English during the Sepoy Mutiny ? Has His Honour forgotten that 
on that occasion, Durgadas and other Bengali heroes took no account of even 
their lives in order to serve the cause of the English? ‘The Lieutenant- 
Governor calls the Bengalis disloyal, but have the Bengalis any reason to be 
so? They have no faith in the modern doctrine of equality, and they hate 
the French Republic, while the despotism of Russia and Germany is not to 
their liking. Why should they, therefore, desire the subversion of British 


power in India? As the son cannot be called disrespectful to his father 


simply because he takes exception to some of his fathers’ acts, so the people 
of the country cannot be justly called disloyal simply because they take 
exception to some of the acts of Government. When the Prince of Wales 
paid his visit to India, eminent pandits disregarded the fact of His Royal 
Highness being a Mlechchha, and pronounced benedictions on him by quoting — 
verses from the Voda. And does not this show the loyalty of the people to their 
sovereign? All this should convince His Honour of the utter worthlessness of 
his remark that the Bengalis are disloyal. The Lieutenant-Governor dislikes 
the people and this is the reason why he brings baseless charges against them. 
His Honour is next addressed as follows:—Your time is nearly up, and if 
— now look upon the people with a kindly eye, you will see that their 
carts are full of loyalty. By unjustly charging them with disloyalty you 
have brought disgrace only on yourself without being able to weaken their 
loyalty. Remember that whenever Bengalis find fault with the acts of Govern- 
ment or of the officials, they do so with a good and not with a bad object. 


33. The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th November has the following :— 


he _ According to the Lieutenant-Governor, we are 
——_, _adisloyal people. -But are His Honour and his 
officials on their part anxious to please and secure 

the good opinion of their subjects? It is not unusual to find a man who 
develops as it were a thousand eyes when on the look out for another's faults, 
deliberately shutting even the one pair of eyes with which he is naturally 
provided to his own shortcomings and imperfections. It is, therefore, no 
wonder that His Honour should charge the Bengalis with disloyalty, Why 
should we not, in our turn, take him to task for not being a sympathetic ruler 
and a ruler attached to his subjects? While the charge that he brings against 


the Bengalis is baseless, that which we prefer against him is capable of proof. 


Impartiality is the highest qualification of a ruler. But does your Honour 
find yourself able to do the work of administration with impartiality? My 
Lord, lay your hand on your heart, and say if what we say is not true. 
While all the different communities that live in this country les British rule 
are British subjects and governed by the British law, why is a distinction made 
between Englishmen and natives in the administration of justice? Why 
riots between Hindus and Musalmans are Hindus alone sent to jail in crowds ? 
Why are such cases investigated by Musalman officers? Why is punitive 
police quartered only on the Hindus? This is not impartiality, but it 18 the 
very opposite of impartiality. It is you who are bringing disgrace on the 
administration by showing undue favour to one section of the population and 


undeserved hostility to another. And must we be called disloyal because w® 
point this out ? | 
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My Lord, you are we? anxious to be regarded as the md-bdp of the 

ople. But have you ever thought of the many qualifications which the ruler 
must possess who would aspire to that honour? The Sanskrit poet has 
epitomised the good qualities of a ruler in his description of Dilip, who by 
providing his subjects with education, security of every kind, sad support, 
was truly their king, while their fathers having been merely their begetters. 
You are, of course, anxious to see your people receive education, but the 
measures adopted by you unto that end are far from well-directed. You wish 
to arrange for the moral education of the people by converting Marcus Square 
into a recreation ground. Is this a laudable wish? In utter disregard of the 
divers creeds followed in this country, you have selected a Brahmo preacher 
for the office of a moral teacher of native youths. Of course, nobody questions 
this gentleman’s moral or intellectual qualifications, but how will you overcome 
men’s dislike for him on the ground of sectarianism? Your moral education 
scheme is therefore proving a failure. As for protecting and supporting the 
people, instead of supporting, grinding the people is the cardinal principle of 
your administration. The acquittul of the accused in criminal cases led you 
to make the remark that ‘‘ somebody ought to be punished for the day’s work.” 
It is you who are responsible for the order that in cases sent up for trial the 
percentage of convictions should not be less than-75, and that there should be 
no promotion without conviction. There is famine in the country, but your 
officials must not bring it to your notice, for they incur your displeasure who 
venture to do so. When on the occasion of your visit to Dacca a poor old 
woman nearly eighty years old approached you with:a tale of her grievances 
and fell at your feet, you cast her aside with a gentle kick, and you rejected 
another’s petition because it was not duly and properly stamped. Why should 


the people be required to observe the prescribed forms and the procedure of 


the courts in approaching you with their prayers ? You have called the inoffen- 
sive people of Bengal disloyal, but no ruler was ever so unpopular as you are. 
You are angry with the vernacular hewspapers. What harm have they done to 
you? You say that they abuse you, but they cannot be, and as a matter of fact 
are not, hostile to Government. In your ignorance of the true condition of 
the country and its-people you do something wrong, and the native newspapers 
point this out to you; but as you are determined not to hear them, they say 
one or two hard things. Is this a very grave offence? If you but listen to the 


representations of your subjects and endeavour to learn their true condition, 


those papers will not blame you any more. Under your rule the officer whose 
wrong doing is noticed in the native press and proved in the High Court 
receives promotion. Why should not those papers blame you, under these 
circumstances? First learn to love your subjects, and then think of winning 
their loyalty. 


You have now filled the Bengal musmud for a little over four years, and . 


have spent the greater part of this time in tours. But, my Lord, have you been 
able to know the real condition of the country? Wherever you have gone 
you have received brillant receptions, but have you ever come across a single 
ragged, emaciated and starving raiyat? No, your police has been always 
careful to keep such men at a distance from you. You have always gone aud 
come back smiling, but have you ever wiped or endeavoured to wipe the tears 
of a single poor subject of yours? Have you ever seen the huts and hovels of 
the poor or heard of them from your Civilian Magistrates? How can you 
become the md-bép of your people if you do not make yourself acquainted with 
their wretched condition, sympathize with them, and try to do them good? 
You can well spare yourself the trouble of teaching us loyalty, you should 
rather endeavour to sympathize with your subjects, and earn the title of their 
mi-Léy. Rest assured that in whatever condition we may be placed, we have 
never been and we shall never be wanting in loyalty. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
Bencatt TR ANSLATOR’S OFFICE, | 
The 10th November 1894. 
R. D’R. and others—Beg. No. 5302C—72—13-11-94. 
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